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WHY THE SECTOR MATTERS FOR EUROPE

• Seafood processing as a strategic pillar for food 
security, employment and coastal cohesion

– Food security

Reliable access to healthy and affordable protein

– Industrial employment

High added-value manufacturing and processing

– Coastal cohesion

Economic activity and employment in coastal regions

– Strategic autonomy

A resilient food industry connected to global supply chains

3,245 Companies
111,000 direct 

employees

A widespread EU industry, anchored in coastal
regions and communities.

Led by key producing countries such as Spain,
France and Poland, followed by Italy, Denmark
and Portugal.

Source: Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF) –Economic Report on the fish processing industry (STECF 25-15).



Ejemplo

EUROPE: A MAJOR SEAFOOD HUB

• Europe is one of the world’s largest seafood markets and processing regions

• 10.3 million tonnes
Seafood consumed annually in the EU

• € 33.5 billion (2023)
EU seafood processing turnover / market value

• 23 kg per capita
Average seafood consumption in Europe

• Europe combines high consumption, industrial 

transformation capacity and global seafood trade 

integration. 

• Europe is both a major seafood consumer and a major processing region.

Source: The EU Fish Market (EUMOFA, 2025) and Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for Fisheries (STECF) –Economic Report on the fish processing
industry (STECF 25-15).





• EUMOFA PRINCIPALES ESPECIES, CUADRO AUTOSUFICIENCIA

• EUMOFA CUADRO FLUJOS COMERCIALES 



MAIN CHALLENGES FOR THE SECTOR
Three strategic priorities for the future competitiveness of 
the industry

RAW MATERIALS 
ACCESS

ATQs 
FTAs 
Supply security 
Predictability

LEVEL PLAYING 
FIELD

Traceability 
CATCH 
IUU 
Enforcement

INNOVATION & 
COMPETITIVENESS

Biotechnology 
Circular economy 
Efficiency 
Added value



STRUCTURAL DEPENDENCY ON IMPORTED 
RAW MATERIALS

Source: The EU Fish Market (EUMOFA, 2025)







ACCESS TO RAW MATERIALS

Ensuring sustainable and competitive access to fish 
raw materials – Main cost driver of a seafood product.

Global sourcing
↓

European processing industry
↓

Added value, jobs and food 
supply
↓

European consumers

• Cooperate with national producers

• Internationalization                                          
cross investments – Origin presence

• FTAs
Secure diversified sourcing

• ATQs
Support industrial continuity

• Aquaculture
Important, but insufficient alone



TRADE AND GEOPOLITICS
Seafood supply chains are increasingly exposed to geopolitical 
instability

80-90 % Global seafood trade transported by sea

Significant increases in freight and fuel costs

Additional transit time during major disruptions



LEVEL PLAYING FIELD



• IUU REGULATION AS A CRITICAL ELEMENT – Cost product
• Catch IT
• EU Customs Union
• Electronic traceability transmission

• Forced labour regulation

• Food-safety requirements - Contaminants

LEVEL PLAYING FIELD



CFP UNDER REVISION



INNOVATION & COMPETITIVENESS



Sustainability is growing in importance, but remains secondary to price and 
practical factors

Source: EUROBAROMETER - EU Consumer habits regarding fishery 
and aquaculture products. February 2025.

INNOVATION & COMPETITIVENESS



INNOVATION & COMPETITIVENESS
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INNOVATION & COMPETITIVENESS
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CASE STUDY: ANFACO-CYTMA

A national cluster contributing to Europe’s seafood competitiveness
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